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1dding suffix “ism’ to the word 't‘XISI}‘H[ 1al’ : Itisanadjective
which 18 originated from a noun “existence”. The words like
existentia” in the Latin, “existenz” inthe German, ‘existence’
in the French and *astitva” in the *Sanskrit” arc the synonyms
of “existence’. The meaning of a word 15 "being” actuahty
and reality’, and the fact or the state of existing”. According
10 existentialists the word “existence’ speaks about the act of
existing and not about the state of existing. Therefore

existence 1s not a state but an act. Existence 1s actual passing

across from possibility into reality. So it 1s the living, changing

concrete fact.

Existentialism 1s recognized as the modern philosophical
movement during prewar and post war, It lately refers to the
cultural activity, political and religious thoughts, and
literature. The philosophy of existentialism has been realized
by many senses like proponents and opponents. Bestowing
dark and depressing scene of it opponents explain it as the
‘shocking, sordid or obscure.” They feel the word
existentialism has no significance so it 1s meaningless. The

exponents are condemned for misusers and the breaker of
images, nihilists and artistic freaks.

How do people look at life? The way they look at life is
existentialism. The people who are related to existential
philosophy are labeled as existential. Though itis truth, there
is no common structure of doctrine to which all existentialists
a free unanimously and that held together all 1deahists.
Because of this, existentialism is not named as “philosophy’
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but a ‘style of philosophizing’ The people who accent |
about the world and man’s life are leaded by it J1 )5 €ssentyy]
to note features connected to the style of phllosophmng
Initially 1t 1s underlined that the style of philosophizing stan,
from man and not nature. “This 1s called rebellion agang
naturalism, rationalism and rationalistic 1dealism_ Jyq
movement 1s against traditional religiosity. In a true sense 1
tries to declare that traditional philosophy is oblhigatory s
the rationalism and idealism. It 1s philosophy of subject and
not an object. The subject 1s the existent. Miguel de Unamuno
declares: philosophy 1s the product of humamty of each
philosopher, and each philosopher 1s a man of flesh and bone
who addresses himself to other men of flesh and bone like
himself. And let his do what he will do, he philosophizes not
with reason only, but the will, with the feelings, with the
flesh and with the bones, with the whole soul and with the
whole body. It 1s the man that philosophies™ (Shashipal,
2002:15)

This approach pays attention on the themes which occur
in works of art and literature. They are different from the
traditional. The themes like freedom, decision and
responsibility are conspicuous in existential philosophy.
Freedom a significant ingredient shapes the future of man.
Because of freedom man becomes authentic. The self as agent
provides the central theme for existentialism. The traditional
Western philosophy focuses on the ‘self as subject’. The
topics such as fimitude quut, alienation, despair and death are
also 1ncluded 1n the themes. Existentialists speak of
pessimism others optimism. Tragic elements in human 1€
take place. They are aware of them. According 10
existennialists man 1s not a part of cosmos only but he stands
with tensiorrand tragic conflicts.

Existentialism became prominent between two world
wars when the whole world was under social and pohnca}
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remains meaningless when 1t 1s used loosely This movement
expresses collapse in time
A change from tradition to modemn time makes man ©
fee] uprooted and insecure It 1s alienated from the sociery
The two world wars, destructions, gas chambers and *:ff'er;s
10 focus'light on man’s meaningless existence are responsible
for man to think of himself and about his relationship with
others. The existence of man 1s futile Katka views mans fate
in the words "I am separated from all things by hallow space
and I do not reach to 1ts boundanes.” (Shashipal, 2002-17)
In the western countries people who posses keenness of
feelings lead a life of disappointment. 1solation and
meaninglessness. They are very serious about an unpleasant
situation of of the modern man. Modern fiction explains
man s problems. Existentialism 1s concerned with man’s
feelings, his freedom, his moral behavior and his possibilines.
Definition of Existentialism
Existentialism results from vanous complex politcal
situations, extreme control of naturalism and abselute
idealism in philosophical area. Existentialism do not consent
danger to the freedom and digmty. So they strongly stressed
on man’s individual freedom and responsibility. According
' Fernando Molina existentialism 1s a kind of philosophy
#hich strives to analyze the basic structures of h~uman
Sxistence calhng “Individuals to an awareness of therr
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Thinkers of existentialism

Existentialisim makes people to relate phalosophy to the
personal hife and experience The thinkers of - Foxastentialism
have differences of opimion. They primanly have accepted
human existence and man’s freedom and responsibility They
hate severity of the great intellectualism and cruel use of
power which submerges system. These thinkers attack formal
habit of the mind and traditional thoughts. Focusimg on the
basic principles Kierkegaard asks people to free themselves
from illusion of subjectivity. According to him 1t forces human
being to get particular rules and doctrines which shape their
conduct and intellect. Consequently, a person does not care
his own free will and internal life.

Human being shapes his life. His existential freedom 18
considered ain terms of socio-economic, political and
theological thoughts. There is no determinism-man is free,
man 1s freedom. Sartre says ‘man is condemned to be free.’
Man has not created himself yet he enjoys freedom. It 1s not
philosophic concept. His sincere desire brings change In
himself and the society around him. According to him
unconditiongl hfrcedom 1s enjoyed by human beings. Freedom

¢ existence of the other. It is before the

other. I am guilty. These lines indicate Biblical line that Adam
and Eve ‘Know, they are naked

has lost his faith in God. So he tu
and comfort.

" During modern time man

= " e ms to other people for solace
Existentialist believes in identity. The society
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e dogs not generate. It can’t be substitute for the actual
m,b-lfence' So the existentialists add more values to the
j;;ﬂduﬁl and not untversal. Individual felt enjoyed, suffered
<illed and lived are valued and not class, society. or state or
ommunity. The crowed inclings to end true existence.
freedom of individual. So Nietzsche hates crowed. According
10 him all institutions tend to suppress individuality.
Existentialists are more interested in human freedom. To
them man must have freedom of choice. He must know what
to value and how to live. The existential individual has
relationship with another and God but not to the crowd.

The existentialist are concerned with problems of man
his existence, freedom and choice and responsibility. They
feel that the man in modern time is dehumanized. His
freedom is taken away by force. They have strong will to
bring man to his existence by giving him freedom. chance to
choose and decide. The existentialists promote human
existence where they have choice, decision. Anguish, anxiety.
despair, dread, death, choice and freedom are all facts of
life.

What is death? Everybody fears death. It 1s comes to
man from the outside and absents him from this world. It
frees him forever. Freedom offered by death is dreadful
freedom. The existentialist views that death 1s the
fundamental concept. To Kierkegaard death provides another
occasion for living. Sartre finds death in absurdity for
Heidegger death is a liberating goal.

The existentialists have their own views about freedom.
choice and decision. Existentialists believe that in order to
understand man there must be freedom. The main aim of

them is to search for human freedom. Man is born free and

-
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Existential being enjoys full freedom. Chosr 206 decm
are in his hand They are persomal tangs e dffious &

implement  Sartre 15 of the opimon that 1 choosmg for
himself he chooses for all men His action 15 2 response o
all mankind What 18 hetter for himself s selected by man
The atmosphere which 15 created by man 15 not onl ::'.T.'
himself but for the others also to choose freedom
Transformation of character in ‘Cry, the Peacock’
Anita Desar 19 an existentialist Indian novelist woe
handles the theme of existentialism in her novels She mamh
focuses on the situations in human life Anita Desar zxplams
intentions behind the man’s action. She revezls man knows
himself and problem of existence The novelist's role i e
growth of existential novel 15 very sigmificant She pays
attention on the human mind and 1nvites the reader’s
participation In certain consciousness Anita refers present
crisis of man in the novels. The existential themes like
freedom, decision, guilt, alienation. anxiety, boredom, dezth.
and destruction are explored by the novelist Anjta Desa:
The novels mainly deal with extreme attack of exjstence.
Anita Desar projects character of Maya 1 “Crv. the
Peacock " as a sensitive and suffering woman which results
from disharmony in her married life and neurosis pye to

father fixation relationship Maya realizes Gaytama her

Recent Trends in World Literature in English (8 234
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after the death of Toto. pany of her husband

She sat there, sobbing,
come home. Now and t

hen
She we went out into the verandah and looked to see ;¢
her were coming up.

(Desai, 1980:5)

In order to get relief from the present situation Maya
goes baclg.}o her childhoods memories. She desires to seek
Change in life. In all those attempts Maya’s consciousness
Catches sensations like color sound and smell. Her perception
of whiteness is indicated white flower, white Toto against
darkness. Maya and Gautama are separated by lonelingss and
darkness. Maya tries to find meaning in a dark universe.
Gautama quotes Urdu couplet in order to cure her internal

suffering, “Even if each star in the sky were an heart, what
of it? Give to me one heart that which that is capable of
u } : 23
SOHO‘:ier(E:;:;sl tgj'(t)urzed)by the same hopelessness. Maya
accepts that one silent night she lined cry which sharply

and waiting for her husband 1,
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mind Mava 1s wounded by uncertainty and fear \
subhuman existence. Due to psychic transformation i, \,-:‘.‘
she reveals her quality manners that the death SCF.:CT‘,;QH-”-'
been caused by her wish to be alive :
One may underline that Maya’s loss of hope 15 e
personal but umversal. Disorder of her nervous system i
collective which may be danger of woman’s 1dennty a; ;
whole. In the society woman'’s desire for love forces her 1
the act of suicide. Initially Maya 1s haunted with the though
of death. Maya’s distressing existence 1s presented by her
severe mental pain and the strain of mind. This pathenc
existence of her marginalizes the poetic beauty of her life
Maya'’s strong desire for love and life and meeting with the
astrologer and her husband, Gautama are responsible for her
restlessness during whole life. Psychologically she 1s under
the impression that she has been imprisoned. The contrasting
nature of Maya and Gautama is noted by the novelist
Gautama 1s unimaginative, less emotional and overbearing
Maya 1s hysterical and indifferent to the outside world. Maya-
herself passes remarks on her unsuccessful married life 10
the words: ‘It was based upon nobility forced upon as from
outside, and therefore, neither true nor lasting. It was broken
repeatedly, and repeatedly the pieces were picked up and pUt

together again as of a sacred icon. With which, out of the

pettiest superstition, we could not sear to part’. (Desal,
1980:45)

Maya desires to go to South to dances. She knows abou!
a group dances which are arranged in the villages for ?
number of days. ‘The dancers are all men. and they wient
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such fantastic masks and the drums .. The masks they wear-
you must have seen them?” And their customs. And the special
kind of music. And 1t 1s all out in the open. at night, by
starlight and perhaps they have torchhight. Yes, I suppose
they dance by torchlight.” (Desai, 1980:42-43) But Maya s
desire has shown dustbin. Her willingness for watching the
Kathakali dance is not taken into account. She 1s told by
Gautama that the kathakali dancers group 1s going to arrive
to Delhi which she can enjoy. Because it is less expensive.
Maya’s willingness has not been given significance by
her husband. Their approaches towards life are different
Maya loves beautiful, the colorful and things which are full
of very great joy. Gautama approach in these things 1s
completely negative and contrasting. Maya’s mood of mind
changes according to the change of place. She 1s of the view
that nobody is with her. Therefore there is no possibility of
communication between Maya and others. She says ‘I spun
around, clutching the baby, to stare at my relations, whose
names [ knew, whose moods I sensed, whose hands I touched.
and found there was not one amongst them to whom I could
cry. Look, look — there 1s a moon in the sky.” (Desai, 1980:51)
Gautama does not respond feeling of Maya which she
expresses from bottom of heart. He hats her by using words
like ‘neurotic’, a spoiled baby. Her life is like a fairy tale. He
condemns her richness of life. Gautama does not spare his
time for her. He does not feel pity on the pathetic condition
of Maya. She says “Poor Gautama, not to be able to notice
the adour of lives, not to hear the melancholy voice singing
somewhere behind the plantains, not to have time to count
the stars as they came out one by one too Gautama, My poor,
poor husband”. (Desai, 1980:237) Maya’s life has become
meaningless entity in absence of her husband’s support. She
deals \yith lonely and helpless life and tries to Investigate
her existence. She is made an existential character by

Influence of the Western theatre on.. (3 237



neliness, continuous heart pain and Erowing worse in Jjf,
Her artempt of establishing right lmk. with her husbapg
( ;autama does not find meaning in her life.

Conclusion . -

Maya does not dare to act directly like Savitri in R g
Narayan's ‘ The Dark Room’. She does not.aI‘IOW disturbing
peace and harmony by 1mposing her old opinions and views

3y presenting Maya as an existential character Anita Desa;
focuses on the inner emotions of the women community.
She gives more emphasis on the character and not on social
milieu. Anita Desar allows coming out feelings of despair
from the characters who are existentialists. Being a husband
(rautarmna has to into considerations Maya’s feelings. But it
does not happen It 1s true that human beings mood of mind
changes according to the change of place. Maya tries to find
change 1n her hife and also attempts to establish

communication with reality of life. She wants to make herself
free from suffocated and distracted thoughts.
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Sarchitnis Message

It is a matter of pride and appreciation that the Department of
English, G.M.D Arts, B.W. Com. and Sci. College has organised a
two day National Seminar on ‘Recent Trends in World Literature in
English’ on 29" and 30" Sept. 2016. | welcome all the dignitaries,
teachers, scholars and participants for this seminar and give my
best wishes to all. | hope there will be positive academic discussions
on various aspects of recent trends in world literature in English.

Literature plays a crucial role in development and progress of
humanity and mankind. This seminar will meet the objective of
creating the platform for knowledge upgradation and exchange of
ideas on recent trends in world literature in English. The scope of
seminar appears to be quite vast and will surely help to add insights
to the knowledge of all. For sure this seminar will really impart
new knowledge and research oriented views to the researchers,
academicians and aspiring students.

| congratulate all the teachers of the Department of English
for bringing out this book which compiles research papers of the
contributors who will be presenting at the seminar. On behalf of
the institution, | thank all the participants for participating and
contributing to this seminar. | render my best wishes to the entire
team for the grand success of the seminar.

Smt. Neelimatai Vasantrao Pawar
Sarchitnis, Maratha Vidya Prasarak Saméaj.

x Nashik.
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