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Emerging Sports Law in India

Anil Kisan Bade

College Directed Of Physical Education,
S.S.C.College Junnar,

Tal- Junnar, Dist-Pune

Sports law is based on how the law in general interacts with the sports activity. Different from
pretical laws, it is a pure law. Sports law is not only an applied law in the field of sports, physical
;ation and its related field(s); but alsoablend of laws in a number of jurisdictions.

risdictions

_ Spmt::. j}lrisdictions have passed separate legislation relating to sports. For example, in India sports
iation is in the Concurrent list of the Seventh Schedule (entry 33) of the Constitution on which both the

d state legislatures are proficient to put together laws. There are 3 States; Rajasthan, Himachal
sh and Uttar Pradesh, which have enacted laws on regulating sports activity including registration,
llation and recognition of Sports Associations (Uttar Pradesh has since repealed the Act).

I-iumgn beings are drawn in sports activities since times immemorial. From the initial days of human
ation till date, sports have evolved from a source of personal entertainment to a global industry
assing more than 3% of world trade. In the UK, sports provide employment to more than 420,000
It is one of the main revenue generating industries of the world and with the propagation of the
and other forms of media, the sports industry is growing at a faster tempo. An industry of billions of
with an all-encompassing worldwide presence is bound to raise its own disputes. This has resulted in
wth and development of sports law as a separate regulation in its own right.

ently

The front pages of newspapers are generally reminders of human idiocy - dishonesty, corruption,
B, kill, illicit sex and drug abuse. Therefore, many sidestep the front news and move on to the sports
jon to explore something more exciting. However, recently sports have had an unusual sprint on the
ge owing to its own flawing. Chronicles of the Peter Korda drug doping affairs, the Olympic Games
disgrace, Cricket series of falls over mach fixing, payments from bookies and Ranatunga muddle,
s the cynicism of sports.

ctioning of Sports

The international sports body for each sport, made up of national bodies of different countries is at
)p of the hierarchy. The national sports bodies comprise the provincial or state bodies of different
. The provincial state bodies comprise the different districts or clubs.

any countries, such as India, national as well as provincial sports bodies, clubs, associations or societies
iore often than not is set up under the law of societies. These are autonomous non-profit making private

Additionally, many of these are also established as non-profit associations under the company law
iction in the UK and commonwealth countries including India. These associations cannot dole out
rplus or make payment of dividends to members. Their surplus, if any, has to be exclusively and
pplied for furtherance of organizational objectives.

many states, such as India, these national sports bodies field the national team on behalf of the
or participation in international competitions where first-rate performance is a matter of pride for
€ country. They mull over the players for participation and selection. These bodies also grant

g and broadcasting rights to the successful bidder for heavy sums and also rcc.cive revenues fr9m
Sement in sports events, They also take punitive action against the erring players including debarring
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or games within the country,

' estic matches . T
them from the game. These bodies control even dom in realism they are performing SIEDifiea

; ies. up till now 1M % is at bet, similar ¢ . dny
Despite the fact that these are private bos;iisc;nﬂﬁ or public interest © Publ;

i ' : 1d of sports. In view e © o
public functions in the field of sports Wherelitators of the game 10 the fie of

: ame 1 bligations right Conegr " iy
governmental authorities as regulators and fac:mt of their public dutics - ; Onstlmh%l

: 2 rnment Authority,
the said countries including India for enforcemen like any public o1 Govertis v
Writs of High Courts lie against these private bodies some pressing issues that need awamne“_

are
InIndia, the budding "Sports Law" is newly-fangled. There

_ ition Law:
1) Indian Sports Policy with reference to the Compeflf“:inl- bilities of the sports bodies; and key, Poligj,,
: a . Ity
¢ proper structure and [1aDIIEE selection, harassment, confli
for spo:;dé?miiogzlﬁgéuzzgsg‘ cgmfucts, policies for discipline, flicy of
Interests, recruitment and awards, etc.

2) Sports Injuries with regard to the Issues of Liability:

ion; and risk assessment jpq
This comprises potential liabilities; claim and compensation; Urang

provisions.

3) Employment Issues In Sports:

c
Employee contract agreements must ensure that all contractual agreement accrues matter of

intellectual Property between employee and employer.
4) Harassment in Sports:

This includes review of the laws and policies for the haras_smcnt of fair sex in sports; means g
methods for equality rights for fair sex, girl child and female partiCIpa_ntS_Of sports; internal mYeShgahops
and inquiries on the harassment in sports; and humanitarian and constitutional law for prevention of raciy]
and gender harassment.

5) Organizational Matter:

The Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) may administer amateur sports in India as well as g
appeals and adjudication under the Indian law on penalties for doping in sports and sports related disputes
like match fixing, corruption, breach of contract, violence, etc,

6) Research:

Research must be undertaken to promote, encourage and support the law fraternity. The research
topics may include: drafting Sports Actof India; contribution of Indjan legislative body for support of Indian
sports; standing of the sports administrator in India; regulation of violence between players in contact

SPOrts; concerns of racial discrimination
ofessional football; regulation of the

S L n's participation j : judicial
pronouncement of Indian in addition to Internationa] Courts; and relatiorlfshi (Ffa?:n dﬁ‘l ts']‘:v/or;,b iJliticS 3
performance in certain games. p ordinative

Call to Action:

Sports law; and create
K ; ; a forum for |, ing athletcs:
_tcamls, Igagues, t(‘:onferer;ces,lfw!c recreat:on‘a] prog—r‘ams’ edu cationa] institutizyers l:prgsent;ngn jzatiﬂﬂs
mvolved in pro essional, collegiate, Olympic, physical educatiop and ns and other org e
must encourage discussions of legal problemg aﬁ‘ecting ¢ amateur sports. The Gove f

. S N « . 0
perspectives and positions qf sports law, Establishing mlf:sﬁgfdgfhpromote the exchange of a vartf_lgmg
professional of law involved in sports law Will support the sports ind 1¢s for sportg persons and practl

R Indust
Additionally, sports law should el

: endeavor t- ro .
the law; provide up to date information on current I:po{;i-gce high

: : _ ‘
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=provide consultancy to s

yduate and postgraduate Stu%;n::::r::d sports bodies concerning sports law issues; promote
§ to legal issues in sport b notionsandf continuing education in sports law; promote ethical
ation in sport. of "Fair-Play"; and positively address all issues of

‘he emergent interacti
R law rc;lga gt i ‘;gg:t;*’gt':’vﬂdsfiogs and law has shaped a new need for a greater understanding
_ I s sl tines wcli s sports law. nd ia npeds expert sports law gonsultams to meet an amalgam of
xing and related criminal laws. I and policy, contract, tort, taxation, labor, competition, TV rights,
Mo understand, adv - in My opinion — 1egal practitioners and sports persons must come
3 ,advance, promote and ethically practice sports law in India.

W ..tttehipdu.com /news/national article532101.ece
pin 1dia.wordpress.com/category/sports law/

s timesofindia.indiatimes.com
: qucstintematicnal.comfemcrging
ran ciskuriakose.blogspot.com/201 0/09/nee-

—sports—laws-India
for-spons-law-in-india-publishcd.htm
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