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introduction 

The impact oi existentialism on life and thought 1; 

·., 10'.n;od before and after war. Consequently. Ii terary "'lit~, 

i" e " a po rated th em es of existentialism in their litera~ 
orodcct O,· ore;,ming human condition. life and its l • - ._ 

scrroundi ng. Thomas Beek et" s play ' \\'ani n g for God to' 11 

:he Oest example of e>:!StentJalism. We notice impact of 
existentialism in the works of Indian novelist, Anita Desai. 

She ha, made free use of ex istential thought as a too\ of 
express ion in her fict ions. The theme c, f alienation is mainly 
focused r,n by Desai •h1eh reaches the highest point in agoni. 
\c,;; r,f hope , fear and death . She attempts to show journey 
,, f her prou, gon, sts from a Ii enati on to existentialism. There 
is hu nt for sci f-scarch in man 's Ii fo. So sh c proj cct s true state 
,,; aff.1Ts 1n life ond the real '<PericnecAnita Desai's novels 
alv, show •bS<,I utc necessity ,,r human being\ Ii fe. The self 
tonsc,uusncss r,f man is fen, Ii zed by her through the use of 
tea" n g ,, fer; , , f exist cntial i sts. There arc vaned themes like 
t xtrcm e ag, my of ex i, ten cc, fears and t rem hi; 

0 
g which move 

around th c tcotral charact crs in her r11rvcJ.s r haractcr '.s values 

Yc-.cm 1·11 1:ru/~ 111 W,HJ,J l.1t r:1;,turc ir, l ·.n1'. l1 , Ji l'.>j 72k 

. 1· . ·1111w:1r in thl' \\:\\' ()r 111di, 1dt1,il 's Sl·lr . d st n t1. \ II l , . . 

(,11M .in J)r. ~h;ishtp:d 11 ~h1ly qunll'S : lh-r 11,rll' 1s "lhL' 

\·, 1tll'1l. . · ' I 1. · · · 
1,·.11 · 1- ,cnsibtl1t v the p:1rt1L'11 :tr l\llld 11! l11d1:111 

,r;1l\1.'1l 1.) • • . 

,·:-.\'\1. . . . tlrit 1s ;Ill :11 L'a'-1.' ;1111()11!:_! barb:111;111s :111d thl· 
. . ,j\,i\tl;, · . . .. . _ 
~-

11
· . . thL' •unrdttst s and thL' 11wr:il1sts (~01l2 : I()) 

1l1ili~llt\l':-, ' ' 
1 

.. titn' and scope 
',I . . . I . 
· The phik1soph1c:.1\ tcm c:ostcnt1:1 1srn 1s lrarncd h\' 

l :l
. 0 --tilfr\ ·ism· tu the word · l'\ istcnti:il ·. Ir is JI! ;1cljcL'I i\'t' 

·]I.Lill=- • 
· 1-1-\11·s, orirrinated from a noun ·c,istencc ·. ThL' words like 
\\' \ I. =-
. --·istentia · in the Lat in. · L'X.i stcnz · in the Garnan. 'cw,tencc' 

1, ,, 

in the French and' astit\·a · in the· Sanskrit· arc the synonyms 
of ·ex.istence ·. The meaning ofa word is ·being ' actuality 
and realitv ' , and the fact or the state of existim? ·. According 

, - -
to existentialists the word ·existence · speaks :.ibout the ac t of 
existing and not about the state of existing . Therefore 
existence is not a state but an act. Existence is actua l passing 
across from possibility into reality. So it is the ]j\·ing, changing 
concrete fact. 

Existentialism is recognized as the modem philo~ophical 
movement during prewar and post war. It lately rt!iers to the 
cultural activity, political and religiou s thoughts , and 
literature. The philosophy of aistentia!ism has bt!en realized 
by many senses like proponents and opponents. Bestowing 
dark and depressing sc~ne of it opponents explain it as the 
' shocking, sordid or obscure .· They feel the word 
existentialism has no significance so it is meaningless. The 
exponents are condemned for misusr.rs and the breaker of 
images, nihilists and artistic freaks . 

How do people look at life? The way they look at life is 
existentialism . The people who ,ire related to existential 
philosophy arc labeled as existential. Though it is truth, there 
is no common structure of doctrine to which all existentialists 
a free unaninl(lusly and that held tog.cthn all i<lcalis\s. 
Hccausc ofthi~ , cx1sl cn1ialis111 i<; not named as ·philosophy' 

Thi: Th<.:1111: "!'1.:x1 \ l<:n1ial Fr..:..:dum : A S1ud y of ~ 229 -
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, ... . 1,1,., j I!! ll!i!U fc,,!!'1 t:o l !ilo r,, • l•·•I 1,, If,,, qf'll • ,,1 J1/11f,,~,,.,I,, 
1,.,Hi•lly I! is '""'' r1,,. .. ,, '"·'' I ,,, <I /I•;, " ,,,,, ,, ,. , •11hv,,' I 

> 11,,iJ 
. . -, ,, "''"' l!!ltt1 tiinl! n

11
,1 ,,, ,t ,, :, tu, e · ·· 1 I 11 , I• t.n 11~,i ,, .I ,sfJ 

1
, ,,, ~,,,,

11

,i; 
,,011unJt.1,, t -•

11
••1 0:, f ,.,,, '""' "' 111 •11 ;, l,- i, c 1<J, ·if,,, J , -- • -• - • ., II JS 

"''"'"lrlc111 1, av~"''" t ""I, t ,, ,,,,,1 d t y., 11 ••• t / I 1, a tr,,c •~,,,, 

11 'Iles I< , dctb,e 11,,,, 1,,,1 il1•,11oJ pl11f11s,,r,hy Is ,,1,1,~;,1,,, 

1 

,, 

'l,c .a1Ju1iaJ;, ,,, ,,,<I 1,J , "lisr n Ii " phif Mvph J , ,1 s11"1(l(.! ,,,,,

1 •~Jl llll 1•l~~• · I , ,c · • ., ~' "'" t 1 '· I he ~1 ,,, I en t M lgu e I de Uria,nm ,, , 
duf•; ~; ;11 ,,,,,,,pl,; 1; tho pr•"l11c1 01 humanity oJ ca,.f, 
pi,1 lu;.,,,, he,. ,. "'I 0<"-11 ph, t,,,, ,p h c, , , a mun of n csb and how 
,,i,:, ><),h, -,,. hrn,elJ 1,, ,,the, men •11 llesh and bone hke 
•- - •;oi l l -, 11~ ,,,. d•, ·11l,a t he 1111) d, ,, he philosophize, m,1 

"1ll1 ; n v , - •ml i', b-u1 1 he ·111 II , ·111 t b the 1 ee)i n g,,, WJth 1be 
fJe;l, <U!! '"l'I 'k h'>Ties 111th the -,..h0le >oul and Wllb the 
,rauh ;,,<t1 11 JS 11,e man tha1_ ph1lo;c,phies" (Shashipal LOH1 l S1 

11.:;, •;,;,;•,.,_;, P•J> a!1entJon rm the themes which OU:•1 

" '· -, >' ~i "" ~ ~.:1 • lleiatm e They are d1ff erent from the 
l•sc -•:r,;:• J ·; · " tl,em e; li ke freedom, dec1s1on and 
:

0

·: ·,,0:,:,- J,,1 .,, '-<, r,sp1c.uuu; m ex1,ten11al philosophy 

i •= ;;_ ' · '-'-J k1.:.1 myed1en1 >hape; the funire of man 
~~-:.: .e vi l; •Ou<,;;, ;;,zj ~,_, r.r,e;. autnentJc. The sc If as agerJ 
''' "'·uL-, ilie <e,,;;' I ti,,:;; .e lo; eJ: hlentiah sm The traditional '•·u- . _, •, ··-·•. ' ' -n.. 

- - - , ~-• ;• y '""""" "" :r,e -'"' f as SUbJecl . I .. 

"-;n.::; '-' · '-' \ir. • '. ..:.e 'f "' t, ;,,, er,. 1,on de;pair and dea!h are '-r' ' i I~ : ~•, -1.,.1 • • . "' •· f 
- -~- ,., ~ J. ,r,c.,.,e; h •'lenual,sts speak 

0 ;,~,=~i.::l OU~ , -.- •,- -~- , .. . 1·~e . ~ v,,, . .i.,.,~,,. '•'-j!,c e!t'i1:ent, m Oum.an h i '.:.:r: -iJ , ~,. • "':· .. . ,... 1 

· - " --Y • -- ' '· '" o'. '1,om A ccerd1ng to 
--~ ,..... ·~ . r-1·~. . 

_ , ~ .~ ::~-;. l:i a.), ; ",41" "- ' ,•,,-.._. . } \.. L _... _ _ ;&. 

. .. - · v , '""~it'°' on y l)"Jt ,:c M,lll!IU ·~~:.,o., Z:.::, :.-<. ...... • • ~ .- •.•. 
r • e_ ;,- "- ' '-'J..._ ,., 

~'j~!i:e-;~•s•.:..; ~-Q,,. ~ -,. -

- ' · ,c,."
1
:~1 \e1,1,.:''e7i ~,~·o ~-orkJ •·,:a r...,~ ~~ !i./ .:-~ •. ~,, _ _ ' ... , • 

- - •. ~ • <i UT.::::, "'"•! >T,d ;,oliti<:11 • 

,. l , . ,,. , ,., ( 1', fff/~Hl I 11~, ; f11H r ,1 1{1,>:.;rlfl f 1/l,~'n~~ 
. I· i,,,, ,.,p11 , ✓ 

'),1-1,'!.' 1 
' ,

1
L .. ,, ,,,, ;m,d ';;;, .. , i,l 11 111riY. u, } ' ;!'11 '✓ 1 JJ 11;r,M, 

' 1 I 11.1 >fl I , 

j. 111 f J✓ 1) . I I 
11 '

1 
, ,}d/~nlf; 11 1✓ r '., 111 h~'1Jf1;11,r, r, 1,r; ,;,,1, t .1. 1)

1
;1/, ' , / /'ti ~ 

I ,yl1 tfl/ ,, ,, y 

;/'., • I ( H,1; 11h,,b 111 ,d1J d 1t1 JfJ %, H,r, v ~w,rl 1/'A~ fo ll ,,f 
'I ,1:,[) v,.'A I ' 

,, 'j ~,,. ,,,,tt Jr- IJ(J':/.., '"' f11r f/'1// 11111, ~,,,,, f!✓ ::.-v111 -.1r1tl,1 ; 
j :,{l;,JIJfJ J f I 1 1 

1
-,- ,,f fr ce-d, ,rn d, 1 ,1 1 ,t; ~wd ,J,ry,.,-,,,,,, ·11 1;/'5 ·1F.1r, J1; 

'f 1,•; 'A ., .., ' 
in ':l'):,.,11n:,. ,,t c.,u Jtw c; ·r h~J ·11e1c the r' -Y..ft1J fl; ;,,1,;nt~ 1( ,r ti,:; 
,1, ;r )/1ffJ{JCfll r1f ~1.,:,tcnf1al,~.f(J L·1~r1 w1 ·1d ,H, ' ' r;'/ l;f j pl;,/ 
, , .., ../ t 

i:, J~ib:::lcd ·mth c1.. i~len1,al. ·1,, the e-1. hlF..,-nl1/.f l,~1 th~ ·11111'1J 

,;;maJn'> rncaningjc3~ when it 1<; u~vJ lr;r,:,e) J Thg mrr 1e1n~1,I 

;:.1.p1c.~,,;e; c.:dlapse ,n t 1rne 

A change from trnd1tJ(H1 to modern hrne m:;tkcs man tr; 

foe] uprl>ote<l and m~ecur e It ,~ al renatClJ fff,rn the s,<)~Jety 
The t ·1✓ 0 v101ld v1ar;;, destructions, gttc. chamb:..-r; and ciforts 
10 focu~'lig.ht on man 's meaning.less ex1s1ence !!re re-ipom,1 b]e 
fur man to think of h1m~clf aod t:1bout h1s relation.ship with 
others The existence of man 1s fut1 le Ka [ka view, mans fate 
m the . .,,01ds "l am separated from al l things by hallow space 
and 1 do not reach to 1ts boundaries.·· (Shash1paL 2002 17) 

In the western countries people who posses keennes~ of 
feelings lead a life of disappointment , 1solat10 n and 
meaninglessness . They are very senous about an unpleasant 
situation of of the modern man. \t1odcrn fiction explains 
man· s problems. E.x1stent1ah~m 1s concerned with man's 
feelings, his freedom, his moral behavior and his possib11it1es. 

Definition of Existentialism 
Existentialism results from vanou:; complex pohttcal 

situations. extreme control of natma l,sm and absolute 
1deahsm m ph1losoph1cal area. Ex1stcnt1ahsm do not consent 
danger to the freedom and dlgnity So they strongly stressed 
on man's md1V1dual freedom and rcspons1b1h1y. According 
to Fernando Moli na c.x1stenti3.hsm 1s a kmd o f ph1l0s-0pby 
,,h,ch :-tT1\ c" to :m~l~ zc the basic structures of human 
existence c,1lll ng " lndn 1duals to :rn a" arcnc:;.s 0f then 



bu! a : , t; Jc; 0f ph1lrJ>'>ph1z1ng· The pc<,ph~ whu a.(;~ept it 
about tht i,J-10rJ d and rnan ~-, h f(; an; leadtd by 1t. Jt is t.:\\tnttaJ 

tu note feature ·, u;nr10{, tW t<J th~ '>tyle of ph1Jo~oph1z1ni~
IL.itially 1t 1s lJr,derbned that the ~tyle vf philosophizing st~;j 
fro:n man a.nd r.:0t natur~ . '"Thi ·; j, caJJed rebdhon agaj~t 
naturahsm : r~tic;nah~m and rat1onall i,t,c 1<lea lii,m Jts 
movereer:t ts agan:~~ trad,t jonaJ rdigir) ·,1ty. In a true sense it 
tri es :u dec lare tbt trcidit1onal phdrJ:,ophy i~ obJigatory as 

~he :-cit:onafu7T1 ar..d id scdbm . It i~ philv~ophy of subject and 

r.Dt ac obj ect . T.r1e subject 1s the existent. l\1 iguel de Unamuno 
dec~a:es: ;,t..iiosopby i.5 the product of humanity of each 
ph.ilos.ap:.e:~ ar:c each pbi :os.opber 1s a man of flesh and bone 
~.i. ·::o acdress ~.s i::c~ e)f w otner men of fl esh and bone hke 
::1i ...,...-,el:. .-\.:!c ie: :--._i_s do ·.1.1h a1 he ·.>.1 il1 do~ be phi losophizes not 

·.i. i ::J reasm:: 01 .y~ 'u~ . .n !ie \~·ill: with the feelings, with the 
i:e-sh aw A·i:i :te :,or:es ~ \vi~h the ~N bole soul and with the 
~.1-·bo ~e ~c:~·. It :s ±e man that_ phi losophies" (Shashipal, 
2002 < S 

~5 a0 oac:J pays. atterrtion on the themes which occur 

:.:i ·.i.·oriG o: ar: ar:c ~iterature. They are different from the 
:Tac ::10 ::2L T h e th em es like fre e dom , d ecision and 
~es_?ors ib~~::• a:e ~o:::sp1cuous rn ex istential philosophy. 
F:e~i ~:::: c si~ 1 nca:::n L1-gredienr shapes the future of man. 
B~:.:z·,;s.e o:::re-.oco:::::-_ :r.a:: ~ecomes authentic. The self as agent 
""-- ~ ...: ....: ::::, - • ~ ;::> ,..._ :::,_ -~ . .. 1- &,'f"'r ;::>.; ' . - •e> . i· Th d. . l 
t" · v ·· ---·~ _ ..... - ~ - c. ......... -~-- ~or exi~t1.,..nt1a ism. e tra in.on.a 
,\~esie. ~ p~.)~C?~:.· :oc\lses on the · self as subject' . The 

:1J?1~S ~c~ as ::.:-i:::c.e ~:ut= alienatio~ despair and death are 
,-,1- , _ ,..... · , • ....; ::::,~ , .., ..,l,. .o . i.,a ~- E . . . l f a .~ c .. ~ -------- -~ - ~ ~ Li.: ..,m \.r :s. x1stenna h sts speai{ o · 
pes.s · - · ,~ c::. ::=-s C;J ::.n:ism.. Tragic el em ents rn human life 
:ak = ? :G:- e . T :.e:,· a :- e aware o f t h e m . -~ccord in g ro 

ex:5~:ia:.is:s :::ar: !.S no: a part of cosmos onlv but he stands 
,./ 

Ex.:s:e":.::a~::: ~e prominent ben.rveen rwo world 
·.,;a:-5 .... ~e:: ~ e ... ·::o! e ·-11 CI ~c . .,. as under sociaJ and pohrical 
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On Jne b 1tilc · n I ,en , 
Ilic en" 1~ o I l rccdom. c ho, 1n ! de I n 

u}(iac uon" o I cu lturc J hey were the reca. irement r he 
dt"q: lopwcnt o t cx1s tcn rrn hsm I- very navel me! e, ery p ~: 

i~ luockd v. 1th ex1 srcnt1al f o i.hE:: cx1 tentic!h t .11(; wore1 
r~moin '- mL'an1ng lcss "'- hen 11 1':; used loosely Th!s [ijQV ;ffid'".t 

.:~pre.,<.c, collapse in t rmc 

_.x changL: fro,n t rad1t ,on to modern u n:c n:al.{;::s r::.:1:: 1 

reel uprooted and in secure It ts a l1enattd tr : ::: •he 5,-.c;e..., 
The rv. o world \l,,ar<,. de~ trucuony gas Lbambe~s ar:c =~-~l 
ro focus'11ght on man ·s meaningless ex1ster:ce arc rescoc..s,oie . -
fo r man 10 think of h1msel f and about hi~ re~anor!S@p "Vv::!:. 
olhers The cx15 tcnce o f man 1s f11t1le Katka \1ew5 r:r:a:i.s fure 
m the words " I am separa ted from all th1n2s b" ha[o1~ sc::!..::c .... , . 
and 1 do not reac h to Its bo undan e!) .. (Shash1paL := 002-: -, 
In th e v. cstcrn co untncs people who po sses h..ceuncSs ,):· 
feelings lead a life of d1 sa ppo1nl ment. 1so!Jti0a ..1 ud 
meamnglcssncss . They are\ cry senous aboui an unp ~cas~: 
s1tua t10n o f of the modem man . ~1odem fict 10n ~:<.?~.1::::s 

man ~ prob lems I:.x1stent1a l1 sm 1s co ncerned \\1th oa..:.'s 
fedmg~. hi e; frecdorn , hi~ 1noral beha, 1or JnJ h1, p0.ss:b1~::~ . 

Definition of Existentialism 
f:x,stenual1,m n.:-..ult" frorn , Jnous l' l)n,pk, p0~:r:('J ~ 

sHu <1t1 <,n" t:xtrc1n~ contro l of naturail~n1 ...tnJ .ibso t~t~ 
it1,; -tJ1wr, in ph1k,')oph1ca1 area . f· x1~tt!ntio lt ~rn JL, n,)t ('"-'~~n: 

dt1n.!!t r tr) th e trccd<>nl and dignity So tht') ~tr('n;~\ ~ cr~~s~~ 

o·, man ·~ 1nd1 v1duaJ ln:c.:do1n und r~::.pl.1n,1b il1t \ .\~'(\.' rJ·r..~ 

·o Fernando \10J u1J cx1\h;ntial1~n1 1, .1 k.inJ ,..) f phtl'--' ' 0 rl'-~ 
•· n ich s tn v c~ tc, anaJ y /C th'-= ba" ,c qrul' t ur~, v f h_um..L1 

.; n ~tcncc calling ·· Jndn ,duals tu an J\, .in.:nes~ or their 

The ·r heme or c,htc:nrwl F n:cdom A Srud) i..)f 
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• -~- - • , t 1 ii tn:rdo1n H•);'Y1 1 ft>t :, l1tJH ,1i111 •· . .. , •. 
l'\ t..,k\)1.,. l· 11\ th l t~l I • _ · }'. 

. _ 1 . . Jl ' l "s tol\'il c 1c tlltt \ ,d thr 111<l 1v 1d 11,d t ti 111 . I .\t , l i.: ll t l ,l l '-t l1\ l \ ., I • I 

I . i Ill ti\ t1 1• k 1 tl\ th1..· un ln ld1 1\ )' n l ii ; 1111 H i • ·' Ii, 
t1\\ ll l l'U O ' 

c x tJ ~'ct th t; -..; l g 1\ i\ l c \ t \ \ . i. • n t l \l s h ~· I1 l} '. , ( • > 0 () } l , / ) I t ' • d t I i t i 

C" pk~ tu 11 u1Hk 1st;11\t ls ,rnpo rl :11H l' o l t · x 1·, tv 11l1 :1l 1·i111 11 1 

- I ) r;.\\\'ll\ )~ ~,tknttoll ti\ ;1 modc111 n llll cxt to 1111.: h1m1 ;111 I H ' I ' i1 >1 i 

a\ a {rec ~11H.\ rcspo ns1hk suhp.:c( '. ( .'.00.~ 1 ·1) 

Th in kcrs of c x. iskn • i~,lis1n 
Existentiali sm m~,k~s p~opk lo rclal c phil osophy 1o 11 1~ 

personal ltfc.: and cx peri cncL: . The thmkcrs 0 1· l ·:x 1stcnti ;il1s111 

have d1ffc.:rcnces nf opinion . They prim(1rily l1c1v c ~,cccr t~d 

human ex istence and 1nan's freedom and responsibilit y. They 

hate severity of the great intellectualism and crud u ~~ ot' 
power which submerges system . These think ers attack form<tl 

habit of the n1ind and traditional thoughts . l;ocusing on 1hc 

basic principles Kierkegaard asks peopk to free thcmsdves 
fron1 illusion of suhjcctivity. According lo him it f<ffccs human 

being to get particular rules and doctrines which shape their 
conduct and intellect. Consequently, a person docs not care 
his own free will and internal life. 

Human being shapes his life . His existential freedom is 
considered ain terms of socio-economic, political and 
theological thoughts . There is no dctcnninisrn-1nan is free, 

man is freedom . Sartre says 'man is condemned to be free .' 
Man has not created hi1nself yet he enjoys freedom . It is not 
philosophic concept. His sincere desire brings change in 
himself and the society around him . According to him 
unconditional freedom is enjoyed by human beings. Freedom 
and responsibility are related to other human beings . He says 
"My original fall is the existence of the other. It is before the 
other. I am guilty. These lines indicate Biblical line that Adam 
and Eve 

4 

Know, they are naked ." During modern time rnan 
has lost his faith in God. So he turns to other people for so lace 
and comfort. Existentialist believes in identity. The society 
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the world fr om h1s outlook. It 1s essence of 
crib es des . . 
. tennallsm. . 

e:<15 •s individual ex1stence 1s rea\ and not abstract The 
MW . . 
· does not Qenerate. It can ·t be substitute for the actual tone ~ . 

fir_~ tence . So the existentialists add more \·alues to the 
::vidual and not universaL lndivi.dual felt enJoyed. 51.1ffercd 
willed and lived are valued and not class~ society. or state or 
community. The crowed inclines to end true existence. 
freedom of individual. So Nietzsche hates cro·wed. According 

to him all institutions tend to suppres s indi \· iduality. 

Existentialists are more interested in human freedom. To 

them man must have freedom of choice . He must know what 
to value and how to live. The existential indiYidual has 
relationship with another and God but not to the crowd. 

The existentialist are concerned with problems of man 

his existence, freedom and choice and responsibility. They 
feel that the man in modern time is dehumanized. His 

freedom is taken away by force. They have strong will to 

bring man to his existence by giving him freedom. cha1+ce to 

choose and decide . The existentialists promote human 

existence where they have choice, decision. Anguis~ anxiety. 

despair, dread, death, choice and freedom are all facts of 
life. 

What is death? Everybody fears death. It is comes to 

man from the outside and absents him from this world. lt 
frees hiln forever. Freedom offered by death is dreadful 
freedom . The existentialist views that death is the 
fundamental concept. To Kierkegaard death provides another 
occasion for living. Sartre finds death in absurdity fo r 

. Heidegger death is a liberating goal. 
The existentialists have their own views about freedom. 

choice and decision. Existentialists believe that in order to 
understand man there must be freedom. The main aim of 
them is to search for human freedom. Man is born free and 
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· · h t..: ' t ..... : ' ~ - ,. c ...,- ,. .,... ... ~r .,.. • r .!',,.., .. J h(; atrru, ,: p (.,"'ft '//n!Cn r~ r;rr:ti f ;f~ r,,_r :":.z.L . : __ .,_ ~- : 

him~cl f but for th,; r)t hs-r '~ 11 f-;✓; tr; c~1r,-.?; ~:-~-:~:-
Tran,forrnation <Jf charae,1'=r in ' Cryj the Peacock: 

A ' t· J)L-(,J ' .· ) {1 , n (·/. l 't.r-Y ( - 1:,.t. [ .. ;. A"' .. ,. · · -:=-·--;:+-/\OJ d ~ .di .11. J , ~- ~ d .. .C.. fJ .~- , ____ :._ __ ·-" '" ---· 

handles the th(:mc r)f t 1. httr1W1Ji<,:r1 n: r: ,:-': :::., ·,,~· -; 5:-=-~ ::z=->· 
fo<.:u 4lt <.: on the ~ituat1rrnti in hum1::in E F-.:· /-_r.::a D~.x: ~_-;~;, ~~·-, 
intentions bthind the man 1

3 actrrm. St.. '.:- reveai ~.-7-:! & J --;. ·~ 

himself and prohl tm <Jf cxi (;tt:nct Tne r.1;·,re~i~ ;s: ~lJ ~e = :::.: 
growth of ~x i~tcntial nove l ja ·ler·1 <; -rrr • ;:c~-· er' p ..,.~-. ~ ..., J . l e,J . 1 . _ ;..o L . .J 1, ~ • 

attention on the: human mind and invites t::e ~cade-~ ·5 
participation jn certain con<,c1owm'::~~ Anit2 referi p:-es.er._: 
cri sis of man in the noveb. The existemiai the:nes 3 e 
freedom, decision, guilt; alienation~ anx>et"/: bore.do~ c:ea+ 
and destruction arc explored by the novelist Aruta Desa~
The novel s mainly deal with extreme attack of exJstence. 

Anita Oe4,ai projects character of Maya in 'Cn,. rhe 
Peacock ' as a sensitive and suffering woman which r~u}t~ 
from disharmony in her mam ed life and neurosis. Due ro 
father fixation relation.ship Maya realizes Gautama, her 
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111,b.uHI ,lll 1nt ~1ftl u i-. ,il, \ lllutc .. 1, I 
11 ,1 w r 1•,it 

, J) , . , • f 
1iu 1oi h,111d I he s11l1al1t>11 o l < .: 11 ,, . . · " •Hu , ,, Jl ;

11
, 

d Jtl , 1 ) ·, rt .. . 1 1 ,t; ~ 
siH1n · loi hl·r tatl H·t 111 IH~r 1111 . ., ,J,'>11·, 1,,Jt: 1, 1

• 
• • )I t ( (lf)'t{ Jt • ) h "1 '/ .c:_ 

(;11111 1111\ll ~ 1ctl crt ,nn 1n tlw fl , tJ ,ht;·:, r >r, Ji • 
lltJqr rvl :1· ·s . 1t ; ,r; ,;, ;, 

It shnws stt p hy sh·p 1, an•'1 . I· ,i ' ;r1tp1~, lJ, hrJ; ., 
, . • 011na11q11 ,,f H ,. Jnr, 

in hl L r 1 n \l n , d ( ) 1 h : 1 n a y • • , d 1 ti r ;, , / 1, !J , .1 · . 
. . ' JJ I <I( : r I Jr I , . . ~ /~ 

dramat1zationofcha i·,, ,1"\ . -- :1 uH"'' · ... L 
1 ''"' '-=1 .1nd 'i J11J· 1 

1 ., r , , ' )f 
se lf of Maya I , j HH) Hit1t 'JJ;.ir,,;,· f} ~ 

· , ,,, 11,r,,~ 
Maya hcrset f t rics to .- . I ,., 

M ,, . 11 1l( chanp<; ... 
aya s conscious dra1nat' . , m w.;r hf'; IJu'-· ' 

h . ,. , tc turn ( iauta . ' . ,.. JJ 
er inner suttcn ng f:a •l I m4 s t ff CJrt-~ t<J , :~ 

"" ' t s . i cr cager d • . · . --1Jr.,, 
unsuccessful to establ ish C<)tn · . . cs1r(; for ~'JTrH:,1tnn!J r 
re C municatJ ··h . b , 
lie. She ceaselessly suffi r. " (~n wit> rc:ahty jn aL1uaJ 

ct · tr crs 1rom fclhno, 1·. f'J . is acted thoughts M , . . . 6 o su c>cat1,1r, and 
of foretell of dang~r S~hya ds m_md Js haunted by the lhr,ught 
ft · e cs1rcs co 

a er the death of Toto. , , mpany uf her hu~band 

She sat there, sobbin , d , . . -
come h g, an wa1tmg for her husband ti 

ome. Now and then J 

h She we went out into the verandah and looked to see if 
er were coming up . 

(Desai, 1980:5) 

ln order to get relief from the present situation Maya 
goes bac½:}o her childhoods memories . She desires to seek 
change in life. In all those attempts Maya's consciousness 

catches sensations like color sound and smell . Her perception 

of whiteness is indicated white flower, white Toto against 

darkness. Maya and Gautama are separated by loneliness and 
darkness. Maya tries to find meaning in a dark universe. 
Gautama quotes Urdu couplet in order to cure her internal 
suffering, "Even if each star in the sky were an heart, what 
of it? Give to me one heart that which that is capable of 
sorrow.,, (Desai, 1980: 23) 

Her heart is tortured by the same hopelessness. Maya 
accepts that one silent night she lined cry which sharply 
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, ,.d 1, ·r flesh t:tnd "he tell that ihc krafo er, 
:111 \.l I 1.. h • ,erec 
heart I c, c: I Du: I undctstood thc1rcatf J , .. ept f . r. ,,,.. 

and\\ l.'pt tor tn) ~cl t knm, mg their,, ords to be ;nir-e ~;-

1 ~, l 9 7 ~ i\ tl\ a c on t r o J s h er s c I f. She t cc Is the ct-: ~ , #·~ rtt 
pcJ~c\ck. h,h 1n,.Hk her rc~ tl e\~ She has lo,t rounde<lri~\ 

nund f\t a~ 3 1s \\ oundcd hy uncertainty and ft.ar She :O!" 
~ubhuman ex is tence. Due to psych ic tran~fonnat,on irt \f ---

.4,, 

she re\·eals her qual ny rnanncrs that the death sente~ce ::.~, 
been caused by her \v1sh to be al ive . 

One may underl ine that Maya 's loss of hope 15 r.ui 

personal but universa l. D isorder of her nervous systerr :s 
collecti\'e whi ch n1ay be danger of woman ·s 1denrity as a 
\\·ho le. In the society woman 's desire for love forces her tO 

the act of suic ide . Initially Maya is haunted with the though! 
of death . Maya 's di stressing existence is presented by be1 
severe mental pain and th e strain of mind. This pathenc 
existence of her marginalizes the poetic beauty of her life 
Maya 's strong desire for love and li fe and meeting with the 

astrologer and her husband, Gautama are responsible for her 
restlessness during whole life . Psychologically she is under 
the impression that she has been imprisoned. The conrrasting 
nature of Maya and Gautama is noted by the novelist. 

Gautama is unimaginative, less emotional and overbearing:. 
Maya is hysterical and indifferent to the outside world. Maya 
herself passes remarks on her unsuccessful married life in 
the words : ' It was based upon nobility forced upon as from 
outside, and therefore, neither true nor lasting. It was broken 
repeatedly, and repeatedly the pieces were picked up and put 
together again as of a sacred icon. With which. out of tbe 
pettiest superstition. we could not sear to part ' . (Desai, 
1980:45) 

Maya desires to go to South to dances. She knows about 
a group dances which are arranged in the villages for a 
number of days . 'The dancers are all men and they wear 

' 
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such fantasti c masks and the drums ... The masks the1 wear
you must have seen them? And their customs And the ~pecial 
kind of music. And it is all out in the open, at mght, b:1 

starlight and perhaps they have torchlight Yes, I suppose 
they dance by torchli ght. ' (Desai , 1980:42-43) But Maya ·s 

des1re has shown dustbin . Her willingness for watching the 
Kathakali dance is not taken· into account. She is told by 

Gautama that the kathakali dancers group is going to arrive 

to Delhi which she can enjoy. Because it is less expensive. 
Maya's willingness has not been given significance by 

her husband. Their approaches towards life are different 

Maya loves beautiful, the colorful and things which are full 
of very great joy. Gautama approach in these things is 
completely negative and contrasting. Maya's mood of mind 
changes according to the change of place. She is of the view 
that nobody is with her. Therefore there is no possibility of 
comn1unication between Maya and others . She says 'I spun 
around, clutching the baby, to stare at my relations, whose 
names I knew, whose moods I sensed, whose hands I touched, 
and found there was not one amongst them to whom I could 
cry. Look, look-there is a moon in the sky." (Desai, 1980:51 ) 

Gautama does not respond feeling of Maya which she 
expresses from bottom of heart. He hats her by using words 

like 'neurotic', a spoiled baby. Her life is like a fairy tale . He 

condemns her richness of life. Gautama does not spare his 

time for her. He does not feel pity on the pathetic condition 

of Maya. She says "Poor Gauta1na, not to be able to notice 

the adour of lives, not to hear the melancholy voice singing 

somewhere behind the plantains, not to have time to count 

the stars as they came out one by one too Gautama, My poor, 

poor husband" . (Desai, 1980:237) Maya's life has become 

1neaningless entity in absence of her husband's support. She 

deals ':ith lonely and helpless life and tries to investigate 

her existence . She is made an existential character by 
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:(in '~Ji r
1
t,~: . , CJJnt,r)u,Ju": heart pain and growing worse in life 

Her tlttJ;Jriipt <Jf e~tabhghi ng nght link with her husband 
( Ja.utaroa drJ~~~ T)(Jt find mean1ng 1n her life . 

ConcJu , ion 
~aya doe~ not dare to act directly like Savitri in R. K. 

~~arayan '~ ' 1 he LJark Room 1

• She does not allow disturbing 
pea(,(; and harm<)ny by 1 mpos1ng her old opinions and views. 
Hy pit<icnt1ng Maya as an ex1 stential character Anita Desai 
fo~u-.C"! on the inner cmot1ons of the women community. 
She g1vt~ more emphas is on the character and not on social 
m1hcu . Anita Dc~a1 allows coming out feelings of despair 
from the character~ who are existentialists . Being a husband 
( 1autama has to into considerations Maya's feelings . But it 
dot;~~ not happen It is true that human beings mood of mind 
(..hange~ according to the change of place . Maya tries to find 
'- h £S n g c 1 n h e r 11 fc and a 1 so attempts to establish 
communication with reality of life . She wants to make herself 
tree from su ffocated and distracted thoughts . 
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Sarchitnis Message 

It is a matter of pride and appreciation that the Department of 
English, G.M.D Arts , B.W. Com . and Sci . College has organised a 
two day National Seminar on 'Recent Trends in World Literature in 
English' on 29th and 30th Sept. 2016 . I welcome all the dignitaries, 
teachers, scholars and participants for this seminar and give my 
best wishes to all. I hope there will be positive academic discussions 
on various aspects of recent trends in world literature in English . 

Literature plays a crucial role in development and progress of 
humanity and mankind . This seminar will meet the objective of 
creating the platform for knowledge upgradation and exchange of 
ideas on recent trends in world literature in English . The scope of 
seminar appears to be quite vast and will surely help to add insights 
to the knowledge of all . For sure this seminar will really impart 
new knowledge and research oriented views to the researchers , 
academicians and aspiring students . 

I congratulate all the teachers of the Department of English 
for bringing out this book which compiles research papers of the 
contributors who will be presenting at the seminar. On behalf of 
the institution, I thank all the participants for participating and 
contributing to this seminar. I render my best wishes to the entire 
team for the grand success of the seminar. 

Smt. Neelimatai Vascantrao P~war 
Sarchitnis, Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj. 
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