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lmpnm;n;s;;i’m are Jots of states and every stale has its own rich literature, RajdsEhan 1S One of

h ” Tf;]:: are Jots of parts in Rajasthan which has its glorious literature. And literature 5
them. There are

; L T articular place.
v ilar place depicts the reality of the pa s Bl . ,
pdml;lrjjlidar [}:Ls rmn[; culture areas. In other words, cach area is inclusive of its own ethnicy,

Language or dialect is one of the parts of ethni.city. O{her parts 'include castes, customs, fojk'wa}.s,
festivals and ceremonies, The similarities which specify a particular ethnic structure constitute
imple culture area.
ﬁlm[;:- LREjaslhan the culture areas are divided im-o‘ Mzm:«ari, Slr:ekha\a’ali,. Dhundhari,
Mewari, Vagri and Brij. This is the differentiation of ethnicity which qualifies a particular area as
the ethnic or culture area [Doshi].Rajasthan has been divided into three zones by the late folklorist
Padamshri Komal Kothari- the Bajra Zone, the Jawar Zone and the Makka Zone, depending on

weather,soil and rainfall.

Bejamin A Botkin defines the folklore:

Folklore is a body of traditional belief, custom and expression, handed down largely by word
of mouth and circulating chiefly outside commercial and academic means of communication and
instruction. Every group is bound together by common interest and purposes, whether educated or
uneducated, rural or urban, possesses a body of tradition which may be called its folklore. Into
these U’fidl—[l{ms enter many elements, individual, popular, and even “literary”, but all are absorbed
and assimilated through repetition and variation into a pattern which has value and continuity for
the group s a whole ! (1938)
vm;rkti egcr)f 'l;!eralure, the fqlk literature of Rajasthan is no exception in terms of richness.

y and witality encapsulating folk songs(Lok Geet), ballads (Lok Gatha),folk taleste*

katha), folk plays (Lok . L . r
sayings and i;i!igmg‘, Natya) and Lok Subhasit which in turn includes many maxims, proverd
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ritings, the character rules the world of these stories with a refif

portrayal . . T
yal of true feelings, emotions, beliefs and values with a keen insight i the sou!

Scanned by CamScanner



ISBN: 978-81-928760-3-0

e

Lea.rnl orally and PI'C.SCT\'U(.I traditionally, folk songs depict the
generation to }111[)1!1cr while mirroring the social responsibilitics ]L-- i
exceptions, socictal responsibilities, familial cohesion clhnic.i( el !‘--‘*i). UL[I dialects, ambitions,
grand children these tales of kaleidoscopic range cnhulnmgsy ]0‘{; l:”iw-]g,fmm grandmother to
characters, whims and fancies besides supernmfjral while i;w'[l)‘ . In l-mlmd-l Chzustors, hngo
the same delicacy as of the matured. iting the attention of children with

Needless to say, the feminine world in form of mothers and grandmothers ensures the
perpetual (_3}'_013 of value system while grooming of generations.
womizn;a;g:_ﬁ,s:&zﬁfh;:gb?ﬁﬁ;:[?;:ﬁ:;j by overseas invaders and other foreign tyrants l.he

u ged and established themselves as preserver of ethnicity
and tmdnttonnl values anq customs. Folklore besides shaping and shading the behavior and
perspectives have been an incessant source of providing them amusement and an escape from the
monotony as well as from unavoidable societal structures. Besides, the folklore for and by the
women evolved overtime due to the unpleasant pressures of social structure, is also clearly
observed.

Since the very origin of mankind the subordination of female to male counterpart is easily
under§tood and perceived as well, specifically from a feministic approach that opines a systematic
organization and conduct ensuring female subordination in familial, societal, financial, political,
and perhaps every possible domain. Simone de Beauvoir strongly believes that the prevailing
concepts of gender are cultural constructs. Her famous utterance: “One is not born, but rather
becomes a woman...."is applicable more or less to all human societies. Thus women are not
considered at par with man in any of the civilizations anywhere around the globe. Nevertheless,
her derogatory, deteriorated and secondary condition in the west cannot be blindly considered as
same everywhere.

Pro. Naresh K. Jain, in one of his article writes that the representation of women does not
always conform to the prevailing gender stereotypes. Women are not necessarily the docile,
submissive, tongue-tied, powerless creatures a majority of Indians accepts them to be. He suggests
that because of folklore's nearness Lo mother earth and also because of its greater freedom from
the constraints of decorum and propriety, folklo;e is capable of surp.ris'lng us with unusual
portrayals. He goes on saying that these representations may be more realistic lban what we come
across in classical literature; they may interrogate, even subvert, COI\VCHEIOR&I[ man-\}'o;nan
relationships; or with the help of a humorous inversion, call the entire rhetoric of romantic love
into %umft;i';e; would focus on love legends of Rajasthani folklore to depict the explicit and
. . . £ women that refutes the modest, embarrassing,
impressive expression of the emotions O reutes e

: - d by some outside VIEWS. Moreover, the voiceless
ornamental intercultural behavior as portraye yl feature of the women. They are courageous
ness and submissiveness s also not the pere“ﬂlﬂw?:“'-: in Dhola: A No.rrh Indian Folk Genre:
enough to protect themselves 2 staled by SU8 d ‘hqu'lnd are unable to properly nurture and

Folk traditions are very clear that if futher AR Lo

3 (Asian Folklore Studies)
] woman may act for herself *. (Asian ' .
pmt?lz:;zll{l.{twa?erﬁ'ni z::r?la Oddhan is the tale of courage of a chaste woman who sacrifices her life

and i by Rao
to preserve her chastity from Rao Khangar, the ruler of Malwa. When her hand is held by
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- aru is antic tale of Narvar pri
Dhola-Maru is a romantic tale of Narvar prince Dhols

and Poongal princess Maru that deals witha l}'Pi‘f“l“";‘:m‘;‘.‘ lllcl;g::;or in case of sharing of love
;r\"in‘: atmost to initially hold and finally get back hL*r u'.xd:m‘ . [h;e blind. sodden s o
* Much like Othello, the .\hlm;lI-Mahcnd_m love story depicts - -l- : ll'l an Passiﬁn'ale
love of Mahendra, the prince of Amarkot torll\lumnl - lh.e. n‘mst e.l‘:lln u l\} oman 1n that regioy
and later the suspicion that clouds the fidelity and chastity frcrm Mumal’s side. It ends wity
Mumal givine reasonable support to prove her true love and devotion for Mahendra
The love story of Nagwanti- Nagji very well encapsulates the themes of love, sacrifice
courase and boldness of a woman who to prove loyalty of her love confronts patriarchal
conventions and challenges male chauvinism. She asserts,” It's the women who give their loves
for men. Has any man ever given up his life for a woman? It's the men who remarry even befors

o Impose
y

the wife's ashes have cooled.”

To conclude:
The folklores express not simply as images of shy and submissive creatures: they are bold and

defiant and can go to the extent of raising questions on the authority and dominance of men. They
are not hesitant in asking for their rights in property, equality in partnership with men. freadom
from lh'e suppressing and suffocation environments. It breaks the myth about a woman's image
that 1s timid, submissive, introvert.

This present S(I:ld)' is an only a little effort towards doing justice to this topic. This study will
help researchers to investigate more issues in depth.
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