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3 SPoke of his vjg
altw?sstgl ‘?‘ss‘j‘_g" of the 1800's IS as timely
B .o W over 100 years g0, - o iy
4 lﬁnsui:h 1893 In recent history there have
- Swm ty (__)If..East-and West. Notable among
oA erkananda at the World Parliamen;
Parliament of Religions was sponsoreg by
Free Religious Association, and was a
Xposition held for several months in 1893, in
y over 27 million people. |

1on for an

Ameri B [ At this Iﬁoment Cﬁme' e thitee
e audience of 7,000] It fills my heart with
to the warm and cordial welcome which
f the most ancient order of monks in
f the mother of religions; and I thank you
Hindu people of all classes and sects.
kers on this platform who, referring
old you that these men from -far—off
bear ng to different lands the idea of
m -;rél’igion-which has tau ght the world poth
-e. We believe notonly in universal Foleratipr;;
i Iam pmud o belong to a nation Wl'llC
m e .' aps of all religions and all nations
the refugees 0 L bokon &
you that we have gathered !

. kr
/ rn India and tOOK I¢
s, who cam¢ to Southe tered to pieces
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e ‘tommyearliest bovhood, which iseveryday repeated by milliong
Ofhuman beings: "As (he dil lerent streams having their-sgwges n differep
paths which men take through different t?ndms:ies. various though they
appear, crooked or straight, all lead to Thee." The pmsentmnvmnqn, which
is one of the most august assemblies ever held, is in itself a Vindication,
declaration o the world of the wonderful doctrine preached in (he Gita:
"Wh‘osoevg-r .comcs to Me, through whatsoever form, | mcnhim,allmen
are struggling through paths which in the _eu}d lead to me," S&cla’rianism
bigotry, and it,s horrible descendant, fanatlc-lsm.' have long possessed thi
beautiful carth, They have filled the carth with violence, drenchgd*it often
and often with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent whole nations (o
despair. Had it not been for these horrible demons, .human societyi would be
far more advanced than it is now. But their time is come; and [ fervently
hope that the bell that tolled this mornin £ in honor of this convention may be
the death-knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or with
the pen, and of all uncharitable feelin s between persons wending their way
to the same goal Swami Vivekananda addressed the Farliament-ﬁbout a
‘dozen times. His outstanding address was a paper on Hinduism in whmhhe
discussed Hindu metaphysics, psychology, and theology. The divinity of the
soul, the oneness of existence. the non-duality of the Godhead, and the
harmony of religions were the recurring themes of his message. Het&ught
that the final goal of man is to become divine by realizing the Divine and that
human beings are the children of 'ITmmortal Bliss'. N el
In the final session of the Parliament, Swami Vivekananda said in the
conclusion of his speech: | e
The Christian is not to become a Hindu or a Buddhist, nor is a Hindu or
a Buddhist to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the piri
others and yet preserve his individ VI
of growth. If the Parliament of Religions has shown any thing to the
itis this: It has proved o the world that holiness, purity, and charity
the exclusive possessions of any church in the world, and that e
has produced men and women of (he most exalted character, In
this evidence, ifanybody dreams of the exclusive survival of his ¢
and the destruction of the others, I pity him from the bottom of
point out to him that upon the banner of every religion will seon
in spite of resistance: "Help and not F ight," "Assimilation and not I
“Harmony and Peace ang not Dissension"'
And a few NeEwspaper re
"The Parliament

of the movement thap

f Religions at Chicago is, we believe, t
will come into greater prominence
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religious bond. That s th

¢d t.he Parliament of _Re_ligioﬁ_:
= AR ¢ the different religioys creeds, . "
= re the ?arhament_ was broad as the :
o beSt n all religions, as the ultimate universal 1"?:11'“?“S
; good W__ork_s_ for the love of God, not .f()f fe;glm}
mwa:d . "That man a heathen!" said one a: t?e
-_l-l_,_-._;----and_ we send missionaries to this peo’ple' It

they send missionaries to us (America)." .

were radical. He once declared, "I do not
ur pantheon. But I know the millions of my
m gsto be served." He epitomised this

va is Narayana Seva" (Service to Man is
ve in salvation by constantly running away
he believed that such enlightenment
So he created an Order of Monks
ho are dedicated to the uplift of
re and such other activities.
oy . A expandmg on

ave lost our religion and
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